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The effectiveness of a group career counseling program in the development of
handicrafts attitudes of underachiever students in grade 10 at Al Batinah South
Governorate in Sultanate of Oman
Ahmed Mohamed Al Balushi Dr. Suad Mohammed Al Lawatya Prof. Maher Mohammad Abu-Hilal
Abstract

The present study aimed to test the effectiveness of a group career counseling program
in the development of handicrafts attitudes of underachiever students in grade 10 in Al Batinah
South Governorate in the Sultanate of Oman based on social learning theory (Krumboltz). The
sample of the study consisted of 52 students of which 26 students were in the experimental
group and 26 students were in the control group. The experimental group received training on
professional group career counseling program, while the control group received regular career
guidance. The study used an quasi-experimental method. A questionnaire purporting to measure
attitudes towards handicrafts was developed. The results of ANCOVA showed statistically
significant differences between the experimental group and the control group on the posttest in
favor of the experimental group. The results also showed differences between males and females
in the attitudes towards handicrafts in favor of males. There was no interaction effect between
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gender and group. Correlated paired t-test revealed a significant difference between the pretest
and posttest in favor of post-test. There was no statistically significant difference between the
posttest and the follow up test (for males only) suggesting the effectiveness of the program, and
the study came out with several recommendations and suggestions based on the finding of the
investigation process.
key words: group counseling, handicrafts, attitudes, academic achievement
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